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THE American Furniture Manufacturers 1 Exposition Associa- 
tion have secured a magnificent exposition building in the 
building just erected in the square bounded by Forty-third 
street and Forty-fourth street and Lexington and Depew avenues, 
New York City. The association will occupy it for five weeks, 
beginning January 4th, 1892, and for six weeks beginning July 
5th, 1892, for the semi-annual exhibitions of the coming year. 
The members of the association are persons or firms engaged as 
principals in the manufacture of furniture, and none but mem- 
bers of the association shall be permitted to exhibit at its exhi- 
bitions. The following firms have recently joined the associa- 
tion, and will make exhibits in the coming January exhibition : 

The Palmer & Embury Mfg. Co., New York ; Messrs. Thomas 
Madden, Sons & Co., Indianapolis, Ind.; the Athens Furniture 
Co., Athens, Pa. ; Messrs. G. H. Bear & Co., Allentown, Pa.; 
Messrs. Bonner & Co., Brooklyn, N. Y.; Messrs. I. H. Dewey 
Furniture Co., Rochester, N. Y.; Messrs. Richard H. Krall & Co., 
Allentown, Pa.; the Copeland & Durgin Co., Rochester, N. Y.; 
Messrs. Hofstatter's Sons, New York ; Messrs. M. Grossman & 
Sons, New York; the Carrollton Furniture Co., Carrollton, Ky.; 
Messrs. Langslow, Fowler & Co., Rochester, N. Y.; the Gunn 
Folding Bed Co., Grand Rapids, Mich.; Messrs. Dee Bros. & 
Co., Boston. 

The location of the new building is eminently desirable, as 
it adjoins the Grand Central Depot, and thus is placed within 
easy communication with all parts of the country, as well as all 
parts of the city. The available space that can be used for ex- 
hibition purposes is 170,000 square feet, and the committee have 
guaranteed the owners to occupy at least 100,000 square feet, 
and possibly the entire space. The facilities for handling freight 
are unequaled. There are three elevators in the building, the 
largest of which is capable of carrying three trucks of furniture 
at one time. The trucks can be driven right upon the elevator 
and lifted to any floor. The elevators are run by steam and 
the place is to be lighted by gas and electricity. There are, in 
addition to the passenger elevators, stairways communicating 
with the various floors. There will be a first- class restaurant and 
cafe" on the ground floor, with barber shop, telegraph office and 
other conveniences. The association will have offices, etc., on 
the Lexington avenue front. Mr. Chas. H. Medicus is the presi- 
dent of the association, Mr. Chas. E. Cumings, vice-president, 
and Mr. Henry G. Schrenkeisen, chairman of the board of 
trustees. 

At a meeting of the association, held about the 5th of 
October, the executive committee was appointed as follows : Mr. 

F, Rhoner, chairman ; Messrs. C. H. Medicus, F. Mohr, F. P. 
Williams, F. E. Schrenkeisen, J. Wemyss, Jr., C. E. Cumings, 
W. S. Lincoln, F. W. Page, W. Krenrich, L. M. Otto, and H.' 

G. Schrenkheisen. Chas. E. Spratt is the corresponding secre- 
tary and manager. 

Negotiations are at present being made with other trades 
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for the use of the building for similar expositions throughout 
the year, and the prospects are that this idea "will be success- 
fully carried out. 

It would be a good idea if the manufacturers would develop 
their exhibits to showrooms, furnished in the various popular 
styles to give the dealers points on correct furnishings. Rooms 
or sections of apartments furnished in the styles Louis XIV., 
Louis XV., Louis XVI., the Empire and Colonial styles would 
prove vastly more attractive than mere heterogeneous assort- 
ments of furniture arranged without definite idea or mutual 
relationship. 

It is very well to arrange hall stands and bedroom suites in 
warehouse display, but the completed apartments would be better. 



THE American Institute is at present • holding its sixtieth 
annual exhibition in the building at Third avenue and 
Sixty-fourth street, New York. There is, as usual, a very 
large display of exhibits, amoDgst which those relating to furni- 
ture and house furnishings in general occupy a very prominent 
place. 

The Bissell Sweeper Co. exhibit a fine line of their cele- 
brated carpet sweepers. There is also an important exhibit of 
Wiltons, Axminsters, Brussels, velvets, tapestries and ingrains 
from Mr. Dimfck's Riftori Mills. The Sargent Manufacturing 
Company make an interesting display of their rotary book- 
cases and invalid furniture, which commands considerable atten- 
tion. Messrs. H. B. Wiggin Sons, the enterprising window shade 
manufacturers, exhibit sample shades of their popular sun-fast 
Rocksonia hollands. 

Boughton & Terwilliger exhibit a great many beautiful 
samples of their parquetry goods, suitable for floors, wainscot- 
ings, walls and ceilings. They have been manufacturing wood 
carpets and thin parquetry floors for over twenty years, and 
the rapid growth of their business is attributable solely to the 
merits of the goods and the recommendations of the patrons 
that have used them. They own the largest factory in the 
United States for the manufacture of wood floors, and their 
business is largely increasing, because wood parquetry makes an 
ideal floor for parlors, dining-rooms, bathrooms, libraries, 
kitchens, offices, . banks, schools, hotels, hospitals, colleges, halls, 
lodge rooms, and so on. 

Another exhibit in the line of interior decoration is that of 
the Pyrogravure Company of this city, who are manufacturers 
of carved moldings and decorative solid wood and veneers. By 
this unique process decorative wood and veneers are almost 
equal in effect to the finest inlay marquetry, and quite as dur- 
able, while costing but a fraction of the price. The pyro- 
gravure parquet floors combine artistic design and durability, 
and pyrogravure decorations are now being largely used in 
residences, hotels, railway carriages, ships' cabins, cabinet work, 
pianos, organs, fixtures of. every description, elevators, mantels, 
fancy boxes, and so on. In fact, the pyrogravure decorations 
are used for any purpose to which wood is applicable and. where 
a high grade of decoration is desired. 

" Ventilation without draughts " is the motto of an orna- 
mental attachment for the windows of private houses, offices 
and public institutions, manufactured by the Peerless Ventilator 
Company. The invention need not be removed to open or close 
or clean the window, and the air is admitted between the upper 
and lower sash, nor does it interfere with the inside blinds. The 
ventilators are finished in mahogany, oak, ash and black walnut. 

The Brainerd & Armstrong Company have a fine exhibit of 
embroidery and wash silks, for which they have received a 
medal of superiority. They are the leading manufacturers of 
spool silks of all kinds. Their silks is made full size and full 
length. 

To supply the demand for a heavier silk for dressmaking 
and family use than has ever been made, they are putting out a 
coarse " B " size thread in colors, and to insure a perfect match 
in silk and twist they dye them together and put them up in a 
double or detachable spool. Their " Victoria " knitting silk is 
noted for its great lustre and brilliancy, being made from the 
long fibre silk cocoons. It is guaranteed to bear washing with- 
out losing color or injury to the fabric. 

Their rope silk is a large loosely twisted thread, which was 
introduced a few months ago, and has led all other silks in the 
estimation of art workers, who have recognized its value in pro- 
ducing wonderfully noble, bold and artistic effects upon all the 
heavier fabrics now in use. In versatility as to stitches and 
rapidity of execution rope silk enjoys an undoubted reputation. 
It is a wash silk, and is produced in all the colors of Brainerd 
& Armstrong's unfading dyes. 



The firm have published a neat pamphlet, giving directions 
for crocheting- a four-in-hand scarf, suspenders, silk slippers, 
lamp shades, etc., from their crotchet silk. Their "Victoria" 
and "Brainerd & Armstrong" brands of knitting silk are the 
qualities used for crocheting the articles mentioned in the 
pamphlet. 

The Cortland Desk Company are occupying the same stand 
as formerly, with a fine display of hanging and other cabinets, 
library bookcases, roll-top desks, etc., all of which are articles 
of great value, utility and beauty. 

In the line of absolutely new ideas there are some notable 
exhibits in the present year's fair. The Loomis Filter is one of 
these. A stream of water is turned into it, and in fifteen mo- 
ments it emerges perfectly pure and without a. germ that micro- 
scope can discover, while behind is left a mass of filth that 
under the microscope is found to swarm with struggling organ- 
isms. It is a well known fact that New York drinking water is 
largely impregnated with sewerage drainage washed into the 
Croton River by every downfall of rain in the country, and a filter 
is absolutely necessary if the people are to be delivered from the 
ills of impure drinking water. • 

Another idea, which will be warmly appreciated by travelers, 
is the McLeod system of ventilating sleeping cars and day 
coaches of railway trains, by either warm or cool air, according 
to the season. Those, who have in vain endeavored to sleep in 
the stuffy apartment of the sleeping car will appreciate what a 
boon it is to have a stream of pure air wafted over one's face all 
night long, not to speak of the immunity insured by thia system 
from the deadly car stove, which, when a_ collision occurs, almost 
invariably sets fire to the wreck, adding the horrors of burning 
to those of mutilation. The system- is absolutely safe; and , 
through its operation no passenger can ever be burned, scalded, 
or blown up. It can be applied to all sorts of cars, steamboats, 
and buildings, and we think the manufacturers of the system 
are to be congratulated in creating one more invention that will 
render human life more enjoyable than hitherto. 

Another new idea exhibited in the fair is the International 
No. 2 Type-writer, which is styled by the manufacturers the 
latest and best machine in the market. It certainly possesses 
three great merits : that is, its alignment is indestructible, it 
possesses great speed, owing to its simplicity of mechanism, and 
being constructed entirely of steel, its durability, is unequaled. 
The price is one hundred dollars, which is the price -charged for 
typewriting machines by all the principal makers of same. In 
these days of cheap machinery such a price is an outrage on 
the public, for the manufacturers of such machines could make 
a splendid profit by selling each machine at fifty dollars. 

Another idea, which is not exactly new, but still is one that 
shows the progressive inventiveness of the age, is the substitu- 
tion of white bronze for cemetery monuments and all kinds of 
monumental work. White bronze is the name given to refined 
zinc, the surface of which is finished with a sand blast, and it 
is used for making monuments, statuary, and other works of art. 
The material is a little heavier than stone, but inasmuch as the 
monuments are cast hollow, a smaller quantity of the material 
will suffice, and it seems an ideal material for monuments ex- 
posed to the elements, as it is practically indestructible/. Stone, 
as is well known, is both porous, and having fissures will crack 
and crumble when under the influence of frost or heat. White, 
bronze is superior to any stone, inasmuch as it is not porous, 
will not crack or absorb moisture, and inscriptions on this ma- 
terial will remain legible for ages. If the ancient Egyptians, 
Assyrians and Greeks had only built their temples and monu- 
ments in white bronze we would know a great deal more about 
those people than we do, for millions of inscriptions that are 
now crumbled into dust would have remained legible for all 
time. 

The English Enamel Paint Company of this city are calling 
attention to their Aquol Waterproof Paint, which is a chemical 
paint sold in the form of a paste, which only requires cold 
water to make a positive permanent paint ready for use. It is 
good on brick, iron, wood, plaster or stone, and can be applied 
in the coldest weather or under a broiling sun. It is further 
claimed for this paint that it never blisters nor peals, is abso- 
lutely non- poisonous, and is to a large extent fire-proof. It dries 
rapidly and won't wash off, and it is claimed that the white 
paint will never turn yellow. 

With all these good qualities to back up the paint it would 
seem that the days of oil paint are about numbered. Still, such 
is the force of conservatism, when once the human race has 
. been accustomed to handling a certain material for hundreds of 
years, that it may take hundreds of years yet before the cabinet 
fraternity will renounce their allegiance to white lead and oil. 
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